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1 On September 29, 2009, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
2 || (NHTSA) issued a warning to owners of Toyota and Lexus vehicles that: “Toyota has
3 || announced that it will soon launch a safety recall of various model year vehicles to
————— 4 ||{redress the problem.” The safety agency warned owners to remove all driver-side floor
5 || mats from the affected models immediately as an interim safety measure in advance of
6 ||the recall.
7 The same day, Defendants launched a safety recall on eight Toyota and Lexus
8 ||vehicles:
9 o 2007 — 2010 Toyota Camry
10 o 2005 - 2010 Toyota Avalon
11 e 2004 — 2009 Toyota Prius
12 e 2005 - 2010 Toyota Tacoma
13 e 2007 - 2d1 0 Toyota Tundra
14 e 2007 -~ 2010 Lexus ES 350
15 e 2006 — 2010 Lexus IS 250; and
16 e 2006 —-2010 Lexus IS 350
17 Upon information and belief, these reports to NHTSA and the public were false
77777 18 || and misleading as Toyota was aware that other vehicles were involved and that floor
19 || mats were not the sole cause of the sudden acceleration in many vehicles.
20 From September 2009, Defendants continued to receive numerous consumer
21 || reports of vehicles accelerating rapidly after release of the accelerator pedal, many of
22 || which were not included in the recall. Defendants continued to falsely claim that the
— 23 incidénts “appear to be related to factors including the use of a variety of unsecured
24 || mats, the particular configuration of the accelerator pedals in these vehicles, and the
25 || unique steps needed to shut off the engines in some of these vehicles with keyless
1 26 ||ignition.” During the folloWing 60 days Defendants issued false and misleading reports
27 ||denying actual defects leading to the unintended acceleration.
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