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Toyota’s series of recalls relating to sudden unintended acceleration have failed
to address the problem with the ETC system. Toyota sought to conceal the defect in its
electronic throttle controls by publicly stating that sudden unintended acceleration in
Toyota vehicles was caused by floor mats or by sticking accelerator pedals. On
information and belief, Toyota was aware that floor mats or sticking accelerators were
not the only cause of sudden unintended acceleration.

Internal Toyota documents turned over to the House Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform as a result of congressional subpoénas now show that Toyota
persuaded federal regUIators to limit, delay, or avoid investigations, recalls, and rules,
putting profit ahead of safety. The July 6, 2009, document shows that Toyota
“negotiated” a limited recall in 2007 in an effort to avoid a deeper investigation into the
acceleration problem, long before the problem became well known outside of the
company and federal investigators. In the document, Toyota estimated it saved $100
million by negotiatihg with regulators for a limited recall of 2007 Toyota Camry and
Lexus ES models for sudden acceleration. The estimate was in a confidential
presentation listing legislative and regulatory “wins” for the company.

At a House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform on February 24,
2010, Yoshimi Ina'ba, Toyota’s chief operating officer for North America, acknowledged
that Toyota was aware of issues with sticking pedals in Europe for a year before
accidents in the United States. Toyota executives in the United States have said they
found out about sticking pedal issues only in October, 2009. The first reports of sticking
pedals surfaced in Britain and Ireland in late 2008. By August 2009, Toyota began a
production change on cars sold in Europe that was completed by January, weeks
before it recalled millions of vehicles in the United States. Information about the
problems in Europe was “not properly shared” Inaba admitted. “We need to do a much
better job sharing what we knew in Europe with the United States to see if there is any

danger to American consumers,” Inaba said.
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