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e 20107 - 2010 Lexus ES 350
s 20106 — 2010 Lexus 1S 250; and
e 2006 —2010 Lexus 1S 350
Upon information and belief, these reports to NHTSA and the public were false
and misleading as Toyota was aware that other vehicles were involved and that floor
mats were not the cause of the sudden acceleration in many vehicles.
From September, 2009, Defendants continued to receive numerous consumer

reports of vehicles accelerating rapidly after release of the accelerator pedal, many of
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which were not iricluded in the recall. Defendants continued to falsely claim that the

incidents “appear to be related to factors including the use of a variety of unsecured

o

11 {| mats, the particular configuration of the accelerator pedals in these vehicles, and the
12 || unique steps needed to shut off the engines in some of these vehicles with keyless

13 ||ignition.” During the following 60 days Defendants issued false and misleading reports
14 || denying actual clefects leading to the unintended acceleration.

15 On Nove riber 5, 2009, NHTSA issued a statement correcting inaccurate and

16 || misleading information put out by Toyota. NHTSA said a press release put out by

17 || Toyota earlier tt at week inaccurately stated NHTSA had reached a conclusion “that no
18 || defect exists in vehicles in which the driver’s floor mat is compatible with the vehicle and
19 || properly secured.” The statement issued by NHTSA said: “NHTSA has told Toyota and
20 || consumers that removing the recalled floor mats is the most immediate way to address
21 || the safety risk a1 avoid the possibility of the accelerator becoming stuck. But itis

22 || simply an interint measure. This remedy does not correct the underlying defect in the
23 |{ vehicles involving the potential for entrapment of the accelerator by floor mats, which is
24 || related to accelerator and floor pan design. Safety is the number one priority for

25 || NHTSA and this is why officials are working with Toyota to find the right way to fix this
26 || very dangerous problem. This matter is not closed until Toyota has effectively '

27 || addressed the defect by providing a suitable vehicle-based solution.”
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