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1 || claims of individual class members in this action exceed $5,000,000 in the aggregated,
exclusive of interest and costs, as required by 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(2), (5). Plaintiffs
allege that the total number of claimant members of the proposed class is over one
million consumers and meets the requirements of 28 U.S.S. § 1332(d)(5)(B). Diversity
of citizenship exists pursuant to CAFA 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(2)(A).

Venue in this District is proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1391. Toyota maintains

primary offices in Torrance, California, located within the Central District of California.

The Central District of California is believed to have the largest number of recalled
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Toyota vehicles of any judicial districts in the United States. A substantial part of the

10 |} acts, events, or omissions giving rise to the claims occurred in the Central District.

11 || Toyota Motor Corporation, Toyota Motor North America, Inc., Toyota Motor Engineering
12 || & Manufacturing North America, Inc., and Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc. are subject to
13 || personal jurisdiction in this District.

14 FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

15 Toyota Motor Corporation is the world’s largest automobile manufacturer. Toyota

16 || reported more than $200 billion in worldwide sales for the fiscal year that ended in

17 |[March 2009. Toyota manufactures numerous vehicles sold under various brand names

18 ||including Toyota, Prius, Scion and Lexus. Toyota recently issued massive recalls for

19 || accelerator and braking problems. Since the fall of 2009, Toyota has issued

20 || approximately 9 million recall notices for problems related to unintended acceleration,

21 || with approximately 2 million vehicles subject to more than one recall. The recalls

22 ||followed consumer reports of numerous crashes of Toyota vehicles causing injury and
i 23 |l death and concerns about significant risk of injury and death to vehicle occupants, other
24 || motorists, and pedestrians. '
25 Toyota initially blamed unintended acceleration on floor mats that could enfrap
26 ||the accelerator. As consumer complaints continued to mount and government officials
f 27 ||investigated, Toyota eventually expanded possible factors causing unintended

28 ||acceleration to include gas pedals that could stick.
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