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Efraim Levy, a Standard  Poor's equity analyst, recently downgraded
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"Toyota has been blindsided by the explosion of developments in regard
to the recall and quality issues,” he said.

The NHTSA letters request documents, lists of potentially affected
vehicles and chronologies of Toyota's understanding of the sudden
acceleration issue, as well as a full accounting of complaints about the
problem registered in the company's internal databases.
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“It’s a unique situation.” said Dale Kardos. who owns a Washington, GIBSON AMPHITHEATRE

D.C.. consulting firm specializing in auto regulation. "These
investigations are usually done very quietly. Usually nobody hears

about it until there's a recall.” S H ERYL

NHTSA's action comes as Congress plans to hold three hearings that C RO\N
will examine not only Toyota's but also NHTSA's handling of the
sudden acceleration issue. On Tuesday, Rep. Darrell Issa R-Vista . the
ranking minority member on the House Oversight and overnment
Reform Committee. which plans on a hearing next week, sent a letter to
the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers, a trade group to which
Toyota belongs, seeking information about NHTSA.

Meanwhile. Toyota said Tuesday that it planned to briefly idle two U.S. :
auto factories to ad ust to slowing sales caused by its massive recalls in GET TICKETS AT LIVE NATION »

recent months.

Toyota pians to shut a truck factory in San Antonio for the weeks of
March 1 and Aprit 12. Toyota spokesman Mike oss said. It also will
close a Kentucky plant that makes the Camry and Avalon models Feb.
26 and told workers that it might also not produce vehicles on as many
as three more days in coming months.

“We are trying to keep a close eye on inventory and maich it to meet
sales demand.” said Rick Hesterberg. spokesman for Toyota Motor
Manufacturing Kentucky.
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