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1 In the lasit decade, the electronic throttle system in many Toyota vehicles has
2 {|used sensors, rnicroprocessors and electronic motors instead of mechanical linkage or
3 || steel cable to connect the accelerator pedal to the throttle plate. When the ETC system
4 {[was first introdL ced by Toyota in 1998, vehicles using it also had a mechanical throttle
5 || as a failsafe ba:k up in the event of a problem with the ETC system. Many newer
6 || vehicles made by Toyota have no such failsafe. In addition, although many vehicle
7 || manufacturers use a safety feature know as “brake-to-idle override” that enables drivers
8 |l to override the electronic throttle and control the vehicle in the event of sudden
9 || unintended accizleration, Toyota has failed to equip vehicles with this safety feature.
10 Recently Toyota began a series of product recalls relating to sudden unintended
11 ]l acceleration thzt have failed to address the problem with the ETC system. Toyota
12 || sought to concesl the defect in its electronic throttle controls by publicly stating that
13 || sudden unintend2d acceleration in Toyota vehicles was caused by floor mats. On
14 [ information and belief, Toyota was aware that floor mats were not the cause of sudden
15 || unintended accileration.
16 On Septernber 29, 2009, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
17 [[(NHTSA) issuec a warning to owners of Toyota and Lexus vehicles that: “Toyota has
18 [} announced that it will soon launch a safety recall of various model year vehicles to
19 || redress the problem.” The safety agency warned owners to remove all driver-side floor
20 || mats from the affected models immediately as an interim safety measure in advance of
21 || the recall.
22 The sam:2 day, Defendants launched a safety recall on eight Toyota and Lexus
23 || vehicles:
24 s 2(CG7 — 2010 Toyota Camry
25 o 2005 - 2010 Toyota Avalon
26 e 2004 — 2009 Toyota Prius
27 o 2005 - 2010 Toyota Tacoma
28 e 2007 - 2010 Toyota Tundra
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