Case 8:10—0v—00183@§78—RNB Document 13 Filed 02/@6}10 Page 5 of 30
1 On information and belief, Plaintiffs allege that the causes of unintended
2 || acceleration are more than mechanical and inciude unsafe electronic defects in Toyota
3 || vehicles. On information and belief, plaintiffs allege Toyota was aware of safety
- 4 || problems with unintended acceleration for a significant period of time and intentionally
5 || failed to disclose the full scope of the problems fearing full disclosure and broadened
6 || safety recalls might harm Toyota’s reputation and hurt its sales. 7
7 On information and belief, plaintiffs allege that Toyota failed to properly and
8 {|timely remedy an unsafe and defective throttle control system known as driVe—by—wire
9 accelerafor controls or Electronic Throttle Control System with Intelligence (ETCS-I) or
10 {| Electronic Throttle Control System (ETCS) (collectively ETC) in multiple Toyota models.
11 || The unsafe and defective accelerators on the Toyota vehicles can make it difficult and
12 || sometimes impossible to stop the vehicle.
13 7 For many months Tbyota officials firmly denied the possibility that the ETC could
14 || be the problem. On February 23, 2010, however, under questioning by the House
15 Energy and Commerce Committee, James E. Lentz IlI, the president of Toyota Motor
16 || Sales U.S.A., finally admitted that the ETCS system might be at fault. Lentz
17 {| acknowledged that fixing floor mats and sticking pedals under the current recalls would
i 18 || "not totally” solve the problem. Lentz said that 70 percent of complaints about
19 ||unintended acceleration remained unexplained.
20 In the last decade, the electronic throttle system in many Toyota vehicles has
21 || used sensors, microprocessors and electronic motors instead of mechanical linkage or
22 ||steel cable to connect the accelerator pedal to the throttle plate. When the ETC system
- 23 ||was first intfroduced by Toyota in 1998, vehicles using it also had a mechanical throttle
24 || as a failsafe back up in the event of a problem with the ETC system. Many other vehicle
25 (| manufacturers use a “brake-to-idle override” that enables drivers to override the
26 || electronic throttle and control the vehicle in the event of sudden unintended
27 ||acceleration. Toyota has failed to equip recent model vehicles with these safety
28 || features.
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