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FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS
Toyota Motor Corporation is the world’s largest automobile manufacturer. Toyota
reported more than $200 billion in worldwide sales for the fiscal year that ended in
March 2009. Toyota manufactures numerous vehicles sold under various brand names
including Toyata, Prius, Scion and Lexus. Toyota recently issued massive recalls for
accelerator and braking problems. Since the fall of 2008, Toyota has issued 10 million
recall notices for problems related to unintended acceleration, with approximately 2

million vehicles subject to more than one recall. The recalls followed consumer reports
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of numerous crishes of Toyota vehicles causing injury and death and concerns about

o

significant risk ¢f injury and death to vehicle occupants, other motorists, and

11 || pedestrians.

12 Toyota irilially blamed unintended acceleration on floor mats that could entrap
13 || the accelerator. As consumer complaints continued to mount and government officials
14 ||investigated, Toyota eventually expanded possible factors causing unintended

15 || acceleration to include gas pedals that could stick. |

16 On information and belief, Plaintiffs allege that the causes of unintended

17 || acceleration are more than mechanical and include unsafe electronic defects in Toyota
18 || vehicles. On intarmation and belief, plaintiffs allege Toyota was aware of safety

19 || preblems with unintended acceleration for a significant period of time and intentionally
20 |[failed to disclosi: the full scope of the problems fearing full disclosure and broadened
21 || safety recalls m ght harm Toyota’s reputation and hurt its sales.

22 On information and belief, plaintiffs allege that Toyota failed to properly and

23 || timely remedy an unsafe and defective throttle control system known as drive-by-wire
24 || accelerator conirols or Electronic Throttle Control System with Intelligence (‘ETCS-I™) or
25 || Electronic Throt e Control System (“"ETCS") (collectively “ETC”) in multiple Toyota

26 |Imodels. The unsafe and defective accelerators on the Toyota vehicles can make it

27 |l difficult and sorr etimes impossible to stop the vehicle.
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