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dragging its feet on announcing the recalls.

The new investigation is almost certain to deepen Toyota's image
problem, which is already causing a steep slide in sales, a sharp drop in
its share price and has even threatened its vaunted financial ratings.

Sudden acceleration in Toyota vehicles has been blamed for at least 3
fatalities, according to complaints filed with NHTSA. The safety agency
has received more than 2,000 complaints from Toyota owners about
their cars lurching and speeding unintentionally.
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